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Men Were Trained in Guatemala, 
By U. S. Agency* fcx-Fighter Asserts | 


Z M 


•ure that I liked the people ad 
vising Castro," he said. 

Six months after Castro’s rise 
to Jlife Cuban 'premiership, he 
began to rely heavily on Com- 
munist advisers and to destroy 
all elcments of democracy, Her- 
nandez said. 

*T began again as a revolu- 
tionary. This time I collected 
money for the Revolutionary 
Recuperation Movement, an ex- 
ile group that was to become 
the Cuban Revolutionary Coun- 
cil. 

Picked Up By Police 

"Castro’s secret police arrest- 
me to stop 
treasurer of that 
movement. I fled Cuba in June, 
I960”.. , .. 

Hernandez said ho worked 


By LAWRENCE M, O’ROURKE 
' Of The Bulletin Staff ' m 
Guillermo Hernande. -Carl 
has worked for and 
against Cuban Premier Fidel, 

Castro. 

He was a leader in the/Bay*: 
of Pigs invasion in April, 1061. 

For his efforts, he spent 19 
months In Cuban prisons/ in- 
eluding seven on the Isle of 
Pines. : 

He had helped raise money to . 
bring Castro to power. ; 

Hernandez is in Philadelphia- 
now with his wife, Virginia, 26, 

who represented Cuba as a . . . 

swimmer in the 197.2 Olympic; ^ r^ac, 

o r „ ,„d 

older, of their two daughters 
He’s going back to Miami thei 

end of this month Anferi rZZZt 

with the other leaders of »ri-J 
gade 2506 on what will become; 

of tlteir organization And its - ^ orm a military inya? 

hopes to overthrow Castro. 

Both Sides of Fence f‘ 

Hernandez lives in f a four- 
room apartment at 6012 Drexel 

road in Oxerbrook. He sat in. ...... . . 

the living room yesterday and *9° ° r ®5S °? d 3 

talked about his six years as a V Hernandez re- 

revolutionary on both sides of f al > e f ! wf* entered to report 
Castro’s fence. |Q Guatemala for training as an 

"When Castro began his rev- oei2 matlc rifleman in Brigade 
olulionarv activities in the Sier- . .. . ... 

ra Maestra in 1956,” said Her- * * iac * f / V( \ da / s °f 
nandez in his precise English, “I some men had only one day. We 
was one of his underground were ^ own t0 Nicaragua, 
workers in Havana. "Trained, Financed by CIA 

"I was vice president of the Hernandez was asked what 
Gerente Banco Do Los Colonqs, role U. S. military men or Ceh- 
a prosperous bank that did a tral Intelligence Agency offi- 
great deal of business with dais played at the training site, 
sugar plantation owners. He said, “The CIA planned, 

“From people In Havana, I directed and paid for the inva- 
collected a lot of money to help *ion." 

finance Castro's 26th of July ; Hernandez said the 3,000 or 
movement.” 50 inv aders were put onto con- 

In Charge of Bank verted cargo ships. 

When the movement rolled' “ We galled them banana 
triumphantly into Havana ^ le , !° w '[ er 

January, 1959; Castro asked ,; * 1 ‘P s ' vcr ' e ' l ^ et l w ithhiRhoc- 
Hernandez to take charge of the: * H ' 10 gasoline. Above that was 
Cub, in bank that administerdiP’'^ ammunition. We were on 
social security. • ’ jihe top deck. 

Hernandez declinc<Aplpno<w&d FtfplR&IeaSW 28®8f<K2/02 

smoke, * 



siori force. 

Then he moved to Philadel- 
phia and became credit manager 
of the Highway Asphalt Co., of 
I; Bridgeport, / 


Five-Day Trip 

”It took five day« from Nice 
ragua to Cuba. In the morn- 
ing we w«e given coffee to 
drink; we had white beans for 
lunch, and more coffee in the 
evening. We were hungry by 
the time we reached Cuba. 

"We were told that airplanes 
would bomb the two main roads 
leading to the Bay of Pigs. Cas- 
tro’s militiamen would not .be 
able to get through. 

'The whole area is one big 
swamp and the only way you 
can get there by land is over 
the two highways, live Bay of 
Pigs was chosen as the invasion 
site because we felt it could not 
be defended. 

It Was Rocky ^ 

Aerial photographs Intel- , 

ligence information showed. that f 
the beaph at thejfey of Bga 
was s wly; •orrft&iJ 

we discovered uwaVfofcky and 
there were big rock^underlhe 
water which made landing very 
I difficult. ' ■''' 

”1 was In Liio 6th battalion 
and we were ori the Rio Escon- 
dido. We sat for, a day and 
waited for the order to climb 
Into landing barges. Then Cas- 
tro’s planes began to fly over. 
They strafed us with machine- 
gun fire. 

“We got the order to board 
the landing barges. We werei 
.not far from our ship when it 
was hit by a bomb. In five mfn 
utes the fire had reached thej 
ammunition and gasoline and 
our ship exploded and sank. ’ 
200 Men Killed 

"The only equipment and am- 
munition we had was what was 
on our backs. 

I "A bomb hit the Houston and 
'almost the entire 5th battalion 
of 200 men was killed. 

"Some men Jumped over- 
board and were drowned or at- 
tacked by sharia. 

"The fighting started as soon 
as we hit the beach at Playa 
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